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AN ACCOUNT OP THE SEDITIOUS FALSE KONIGS- 
MARK IN NEW SWEDEN. 

TRANSLATED FROM THE SWEDISH BY PROFESSOR G. B. KEEN. 

[The following is a translation of an unsigned manuscript, dated 1683, 
preserved in the Royal Library at Stockholm, referred to in a note to Rey- 
nolds's translation of Acrelius, p. 116. It is entitled Berattelse om Uprors- 
makaren den falska Konigsmark i Nya Swerige. For many documents 
concerning the sedition spoken of (which occurred in the summer of 1669), 
see Hazard's Annals of Pennsylvania and Documents relating to the Colo- 
nial History of the State of New York, vol. xii. — Tkans.] 

In Provost Acrelius's Beskrifning om de Swenska Forsam- 
lingars Tilstand uti Nya Swerige, p. 123, is introduced what 
Pastor Kudman noted in the Wicaco Church Book about the 
rioter among the Swedes, who called himself Konigsmark. 
These are the particulars which I received from the oldest 
Swedes. This impostor was by birth a Swede, but, for some 
crime committed by him in England, he was sent to Mary- 
land, to serve there as a slave, for a certain number of years. 
He ran away from there, however, and came to the Swedes in 
New Sweden, who were then subject to the English Govern- 
ment. Here he made the Swedes believe he was descended 
from a great and highly honorable family in Sweden ; that 
his name was Konigsmark; that a Swedish fleet of war-ships 
lay outside of the bay, and were, as soon as they entered, to 
take the land again from the English ; and that he was sent 
to encourage the Swedes, who lived here, to shake off the for- 
eign yoke, and to fall upon and slay the English, as soon as 
they had heard that the Swedish fleet had arrived. A great 
many of the Swedes permitted themselves to be persuaded by 
this. They concealed the pretended Konigsmark for a long 
time, so that no one else knew anything of him, supplying 
him with the best meat and drink they had, by which 
means he fared very well. Moreover, they went to Philadel- 
phia, and bought powder, balls, shot, lead, and so forth, to be 
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ready at the first signal. Hereupon he caused the Swedes 
to be summoned to a supper, and after they had been drink- 
ing somewhat, exhorted them to free themselves from the 
yoke, reminding them what they suffered from the English, 
and how the latter, partly by fraud and partly by force, had 
taken from them one large piece of land after another, and 
finally asked them whether they held allegiance to the King 
of Sweden, or to the King of England? A part immedi- 
ately declared themselves for the King of Sweden ; but one 
of the most honorable of the Swedes, Peter Kock by name, 
said that, as the country was English and had been surren- 
dered by the King of Sweden to the Crown of England, he 
deemed it just to hold with the King of England. There- 
upon Kock ran out and closed the door again, laying himself 
against it, that the so-called Konigsmark might not slip out, 
and called for help, to make, him prisoner. The impostor 
laboured with all his might to open the door, Kock endeavour- 
ing to prevent him by hurting him in the hand with a knife. 
Notwithstanding, he effected his escape; wherefore Kock 
immediately hastened to give information to the English, 
who then made search for him, and in a short time took him 
prisoner. The above-named Peter Kock then said to him: 
"You rascal, tell me what is your name? for we can see well 
enough that you are no honourable person." The impostor 
then answered that his true name was Marcus Jacobson. 
He proved, besides, to be so ignorant that he could neither 
read nor write. Thereupon he was branded and sent to Bar- 
badoes, where he was sold as a slave. The Swedes, who per- 
mitted themselves to be imposed upon by him, were punished 
by the confiscation of half their property, land, cattle, goods, 
clothes, and so forth. 



